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THE CHURCH 101

“Christ rules the church. The church, 
you see, is not peripheral to the 
world; the world is peripheral to the 
church. The church is Christ's body, in 
which he speaks and acts, by which 
he fills everything with his presence.” 
  
Ephesians 1:20-23 
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In July 2006, Jonathan and 
Dianne Wilson planted Newport 
Church in Newport Beach, 
California, right on Pacific 
Coast Highway.


Newport Church is a result of a 
vision placed in Jonathan and 
Dianne's hearts to plant a 
significant, life-giving church in 
California, after having served 
in church leadership in Sydney, 
Australia for 28 years. Their 
desire is to reach our city and 
beyond by building a strong 
community based on the love 
and teachings of Jesus Christ.

 

Our mission is to connect you 
to Christ, to your God-given 
destiny, and to life-giving relationships. 
We are a church that is passionate 
about loving God with all our heart, 
soul, strength and mind, and loving 
our neighbor as ourselves. Put simply, 
we strive to love God, love people, and 
love life.


Our Story 
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Our goals for you and our church are 
simple:


• To build up the church

• To promote unity

• To mature in Christ

• To be healthy members of Christ’s 

body

Our Goals For 
You

"Now these are the gifts Christ gave 
to the church: the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, and the 
pastors and teachers. Their 
responsibility is to equip God’s 
people to do his work and build 
up the church, the body of Christ. 
This will continue until we all come to 
such unity in our faith and knowledge 
of God’s Son that we will be mature 
in the Lord, measuring up to the full 
and complete standard of Christ. 
Then we will no longer be immature 
like children. We won’t be tossed and 
blown about by every wind of new 
teaching. We will not be influenced 
when people try to trick us with lies 
so clever they sound like the truth. 
Instead, we will speak the truth in 
love, growing in every way more 
and more like Christ, who is the 
head of his body, the church. He 
makes the whole body fit together 
perfectly. As each part does its own 
special work, it helps the other parts 
grow, so that the whole body is 
healthy and growing and full of 
love.” 

Ephesians 4:11-16 

Together, we are greater than the 
sum of our parts. In this, we are 
called to Discover more of Jesus 
individually as well as corporately, 
together.


Discover how to:


• Be more like Christ

• Grow in Love and Health 

individually

• Grow as a Family in building the 

Church together

How Do We 
Discover?
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1. God wants us to grow as a family 
and as individual members of His 
Body.


2. The Church is a Spiritual family 
and the Body of Christ.


3. God expects you to be an active 
member of His Family and a 
functioning part of His Body.


4. A Christian without a church 
family is an orphan.


5. A Christian that is not connected 
to a local church is a like a limb 
that is disconnected from the 
body.

What Are Our 
Key Truths?

To commit to Discover more about 
knowing Christ and how to be a part of 
the Newport Church family.

Our Goal For 
Discovery

God sets the lonely in families,  
He leads out the prisoners with 
singing. 

Psalm 68:6
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A. Our 
Mission 

Our Mission as a church is to fulfill 
the Great Commission by:


1. Connecting people to Christ.


2. Connecting people to their God-
given purpose and destiny.


3. Connecting people to life-giving 
relationships.


Put simply: We are here to Love God, 
Love People, and Love Life.

“Go then and make disciples of all 
the nations.” 

Matthew 28:18
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B. Our Vision “What an awesome place this is! 
It is none other than the House of 
God, the very gateway to Heaven!” 

Genesis 28:17

Our Vision is to be a hub of Faith and 
Hope to our community and beyond.


Our Passion:  
God, People, and Life.


• A people living with passion to build 
God's House and to see His 
Kingdom come, His will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven.


Our Home:  
Welcoming, Inclusive, and 
Empowering


• A welcoming, inclusive and 
empowering circle of faith, hope, 
and love, that houses and releases 
the vision through multiple venues 
and facilities. 


Our Reach:  
Our Community, Our City, and 
beyond.


• A large and significant church that 
reaches and influences our city and 
beyond. 


“Jesus replied, “‘You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your mind.’ This is 
the first and greatest commandment. 
A second is equally important: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’” 

Matthew 22:37-39
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C. Our 
Position

“Jesus approached and, breaking the 
silence, said to them, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given 
to Me. Go then and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them into 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe everything that I 
have commanded you, and behold, I 
am with you all the days, to the close 
and consummation of the age.’ 
Amen.”

Matthew 28:18-20

We are here for You. 

Our position and purpose as a church 
is found in Jesus' final words to his 
followers, the Great Commission. 
Jesus' last words are His first priority, 
and therefore is also our first priority 
and purpose at Newport Church.

Our Purpose

1. To break the silence in people’s 
lonely and busy worlds.


2. To make disciples of all nations.


3. To see people baptized.


4. To teach people to observe 
Jesus commandments.


5. To remind people that Jesus is 
with us always.
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D. Our Values

“The church is Christ's body, in 
which He speaks and acts, by 
which He fills everything with His 
presence.” 

Ephesians 1:23

Our Values are what brings our 
church into alignment in how we 
want to bring to life our Mission, 
Vision, and Position. They are the 
ways in which you can most 
effectively do your God-given part in 
our family which represents the local 
church. We have broken it down to 
five key Values.


1. Be Part of Our 
Weekend Services

We encourage you to attend a 
weekend service, and serve at another 
service, when you are ready. The 
House of God (the Church) is where 
our faith is built and our walk with God 
is established and so it’s vital for us to 
stay connected consistently.

“Let us think of ways to motivate one 
another to acts of love and good 
works. And let us not neglect our 
meeting together, as some people 
do, but encourage one another, 
especially now that the day of his 
return is drawing near.” 

Hebrews 10:24-25

“Let us think of ways to motivate one 
another to acts of love and good 
works. And let us not neglect our 
meeting together, as some people 
do, but encourage one another, 
especially now that the day of his 
return is drawing near.” 

Hebrews 10:24-25 
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2. Be a Bringer

We are an inclusive church. Inclusivity 
begins with our own personal efforts 
in inviting the people in our world to 
our church home. 


Inviting is one thing, but Bringing is 
another. We do this by taking 
personal responsibility, by building a 
personal relationship, and by sharing 
our personal testimony. You are the 
best reason why anyone should 
come to the House of God.


We believe that the Holy Spirit resides 
in the presence of His people. His 
Spirit is the ultimate bringer of people 
to the free gift of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. We are simply doing our part 
in the mission God has 
commissioned us to accomplish.

“He said to his disciples, ‘The harvest 
is great, but the workers are few. So 
pray to the Lord who is in charge of the 
harvest; ask him to send more workers 
into his fields.’” 

Matthew 9:37-38 

“For ‘Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.’ But 
how can they call on Him to save 
them unless they believe in Him? And 
how can they believe in Him if they 
have never heard about Him? And 
how can they hear about Him unless 
someone tells them?” 

Romans 10:13-14 

3. Be in a Smaller 
Circle of 
Connection

Smaller Circles of Connections help 
deepen your relationships with other 
individuals of our church. They are 
important in connecting you to life-
giving relationships making sure no 
one gets left behind as our church 
family grows.


Here are just a few examples:


• Life Groups

• Youth Ministry

• Worship Team

• Create Team

• Sisterhood

• Coffee Team

• Food With Love
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“… Yes, I try to find common ground 
with everyone, doing everything I can 
to save some.” 
 
1 Corinthians 9:22

4. Live Generously

God calls upon us to be generous with 
our time, our talents, and our treasure. 
The way in which we live our lives 
reflects God’s generosity to us towards 
those around us.


The tithe belongs to God – we simply 
bring what’s already His back to Him. 
Bringing our tithe (a tenth of our 
income) to God is essential in our 
spiritual growth as we learn how to 
depend on our Father in Heaven. 


However, our above and beyond giving 
comes with faith as a sacrifice. We 
press into His promises so that we can 
unlock His full blessings of generosity 
towards us.

“Bring all the tithes into the 
storehouse so there will be enough 
food in my Temple. If you do,” says 
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will 
open the windows of heaven for you. 
I will pour out a blessing so great you 
won’t have enough room to take it in! 
Try it! Put me to the test!” 

Malachi 3:10 

“Remember: A stingy planter gets a 
stingy crop; a lavish planter gets a 
lavish crop. I want each of you to 
take plenty of time to think it over, 
and make up your own mind what 
you will give. That will protect you 
against sob stories and arm-twisting. 
God loves it when the giver delights 
in the giving.”  

2 Corinthians 9:6-7



THE CHURCH 101 �12

newportchurch.com/discovery

5. Serve in the 
House of God

Whether a little or a lot, serving in the 
House of God is our privilege. We love 
to give God our time, our talent, and 
our treasure, and we believe that we 
cannot possibly out-give God. We want 
to see you find your place, at your own 
place. And as you serve others, we are 
confident that you will find your God-
given purpose in life.

“For even the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve others and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Matthew 20:28  

“Just as our bodies have many parts 
and each part has a special function, 
so it is with Christ’s body. We are 
many parts of one body, and we all 
belong to each other. In his grace, 
God has given us different gifts for 
doing certain things well. So if God 
has given you the ability to prophesy, 
speak out with as much faith as God 
has given you. If your gift is serving 
others, serve them well. If you are a 
teacher, teach well. If your gift is to 
encourage others, be encouraging. If 
it is giving, give generously. If God 
has given you leadership ability, take 
the responsibility seriously. And if you 
have a gift for showing kindness to 
others, do it gladly.” 

Romans 12:4-8 
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E. Our Culture

Our Culture is simple how we do 
what we do.


We are a multicultural, 
multigenerational church and our 
goal is to create a Kingdom Culture 
that transcends every other natural 
boundary. It’s a kind of culture that is 
wholly in agreement with the Word, 
the heart, and the purposes of God. 
By living out our lives within this 
culture, we unlock the full potential of 
His promises towards us.

1. Language - Culture is shaped by 
the language we speak; by the way 
we talk.


5 Ways to Build 
Kingdom Culture

1. A Kingdom First Culture

2. A Second Mile Culture

3. A Leadership Culture

4. A Generous Culture

5. An Empowering Culture

5 Characteristics of 
Our Culture

"Again you have heard that it was 
said to those of old...But I say to 
you..."

Matthew 5:33-34

2. Food - Culture is defined at the 
tables we eat at; who we eat with.

"Now it happened, as Jesus sat at 
the table in the house, that behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners 
came and sat down with Him and 
His disciples. And when the 
Pharisees saw it, they said to His 
disciples, “Why does your Teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
When Jesus heard that, He said to 
them, “Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. But go and learn what this 
means: ‘I desire mercy and not 
sacrifice’" 

Matthew 9:10-13
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3. Music - Culture is composed by the 
music it makes; how we worship.


5. Architecture - Culture is 
constructed by the way we build; how 
we build.

"Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, 
a time is coming when you will worship 
the Father neither on this mountain nor 
in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship 
what you do not know; we worship 
what we do know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has 
now come when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks. God is 
spirit, and his worshipers must worship 
in spirit and in truth.” 

John 4:21-24

4. Customs - Culture stays on course 
through the customs it keeps; the things 
we do.


"So He came to Nazareth, where He 
had been brought up. And as His 
custom was, He went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day.” 

Luke 4:16 NKJV

"By the grace God has given me, I 
laid a foundation as an expert builder, 
and someone else is building on it. 
But each one should be careful how 
he builds. For no one can lay any 
foundation other than the one already 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

1 Corinthians 3:10-11 NIV
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F. Our Focus

Our Focus is to bring people into a 
healthy environment of connection and 
community. 


Getting connected at Newport Church 
happens in smaller group settings. We 
call these “Life Groups.” Some people 
enjoy a large church because of its 
focus on others while others want a 
small, intimate church. We believe that 
our church must become larger and 
smaller at the same time.

Why Have Life 
Groups?

It's a Place to Connect

It’s a Place to Protect

 “… Yes, I try to find common ground 
with everyone, doing everything I can 
to save some.”  

1 Corinthians 9:22 

“We know what real love is because 
Christ gave up His life for us. And so 
we also ought to give up our lives for 
our Christian brothers and sisters.”  

1 John 3:16 

It’s a Place to Grow

“As iron sharpens iron, so a friend 
sharpens a friend.” 
 
Proverbs 27:17

How Do Life Groups 
Work?

Passion & Purpose  

Our Life Groups are fueled by Passion 
and shaped by Purpose. Our groups 
are varied as we are; group leaders 
use their gifts and passions to create 
a group that others can connect with. 
Whatever the age, interest, or 
location, there is a life group that is 
just right for you.




THE CHURCH 101 �16

newportchurch.com/discovery

Semester System

New life groups are launched three 
times a year with short breaks in-
between. The year is divided into 
Spring, Summer and Fall semesters. 
New online registrations are 
directories are made available with 
each launch. You are encouraged to 
stay consistent with a group, but each 
semester break gives you an 

Semester 1-  Fall 
September to December 
12 weeks
	  
Semester 2- Spring 
January to April 
12 weeks 

Semester 3- Summer 
May to July 
8 weeks

Leadership Opportunities

We believe that everyone has areas of 
strength and gifting that they could 
use to serve others. The first step in 
becoming a Life Group Leader is to 
attend our Life Group Leaders 
Training.  These classes are offered 
throughout the year to give you an 
overview of what it takes to start a 
group.
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G. Our Next 
Steps

You’re already on the right track! 
Discovery is the primary way in which 
we equip our volunteers to start serving 
to their fullest potential.


We believe that our ultimate goal is to 
serve others and to make a lasting 
difference in the life of another.


Want to take your life to the next level? 
These are our Next Steps for you:

"Now these are the gifts Christ gave to 
the church: the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, and the pastors and 
teachers. Their responsibility is to equip 
God’s people to do his work and build 
up the church, the body of Christ.” 

Ephesians 4:11-16

This course is an introduction to who 
we are as a church. It will help you to 
understand our Vision, Values and 
Culture as a Church and how to 
become a partner of our Vision.

Discovery 101:  
The Church

Discovery 201:  
Beliefs

This course outlines the foundations 
and habits that we can establish in our 
lives to build God’s Church from a 
healthy partnership. Where there is 
unity, God commands His blessing.

Discovery 301:  
Discover

This class will help you discover your 
God-given personality and gifts. Find 
out your best function in the Body of 
Christ, His Church.

Discovery 401:  
Serve

Partner up with a leader in an area of 
service you're interested in. It’s a great 
opportunity for service and 
discipleship.
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H. Our 
Involvement

We believe that we were Born to Serve. 
Every individual was created by God to 
make a difference in the life of another 
person. God has a place for you where 
your unique abilities and passions can 
impact the lives of others in a powerful 
way. Find your calling and purpose in 
the journey and joy of serving others.

“But my life is worth nothing to me 
unless I use it for finishing the work 
assigned me by the Lord Jesus – the 
work of telling others the Good News 
about the wonderful grace of God.” 

Acts 20:24

“There are different kinds of spiritual 
gifts, but the same Spirit is the source 
of them all. There are different kinds of 
service, but we serve the same Lord… 
All of you together are Christ’s body, 
and each of you is a part of it.” 

1 Corinthians 12:4-5, 27

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I 
plead with you to give your bodies to 
God because of all he has done for 
you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice—the kind he will find 
acceptable. This is truly the way to 
worship him. Don’t copy the behavior 
and customs of this world, but let 
God transform you into a new person 
by changing the way you think. Then 
you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and 
perfect.” 

Romans 12:1-2 

How Do I Start?

1. Training
Attend an orientation or training 
session in the ministry area of your 
choice to learn more about how to be 
involved.


2. Application
Complete and submit the Born to 
Serve application to a ministry leader 
or the church office.


3. Meet the Leaders
Schedule a meeting with Ministry 
Team Leaders to share your ideas and 
complete your training.
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I. Our Beliefs

1. We Believe that the Bible is God’s 
Word. It is accurate, authoritative 
and applicable to our everyday 
lives.

2. We Believe in one eternal God who 
is the Creator of all things. He exists 
in three Persons: God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. He is totally loving and 
completely Holy.


3. We Believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ as both God and man is the 
only One who can reconcile us to 
God. He lived a sinless and 
exemplary life, died on the cross in 
our place, and rose again to prove 
His victory and empower us for life.

4. We Believe that in order to receive 
forgiveness and the ‘new birth’ we 
must repent of our sins, believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and submit 
to His will for our lives.

5. We Believe that in order to live the 
holy and fruitful lives that God 
intends for us, we need to be 
baptized I water and be filled with 
the power of the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit enables us to use 
spiritual gifts, including speaking 
in tongues.

6. We Believe that God has 
individually equipped us so that 
we can successfully achieve His 
purpose for our live, which is to 
worship God, fulfill our role in the 
Church and serve the community 
in which we live.

7. We Believe that God wants to 
heal and transform us so that we 
can live healthy and prosperous 
lives in order to help others more 
effectively.

8. We Believe that our eternal 
destination of either heaven or hell 
is determined by our response to 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

9. We Believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is coming back again as He 
promised.
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Our Statement of 
Faith

1. In essential beliefs, we have unity.

“There is one Body and one 
Spirit...there is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, and one God and Father of us 
all...”  

Ephesians 4:4-6

2. In non-essential beliefs, we have 
liberty.

“Accept other believers who are weak 
in faith, and don’t argue with them 
about what they think is right or 
wrong… Who are you to condemn 
someone else’s servants? They are 
responsible to the Lord, so let him 
judge whether they are right or wrong. 
And with the Lord’s help, they will do 
what is right and will receive his 
approval… Yes, each of us will give a 
personal account to God… You may 
believe there’s nothing wrong with what 
you are doing, but keep it between 
yourself and God. Blessed are those 
who don’t feel guilty for doing 
something they have decided is right.”  

Romans 14:1, 4, 12, 22

3. In all our beliefs, we show 
grace.

"If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I 
understood all of God’s secret plans 
and possessed all knowledge, and if I 
had such faith that I could move 
mountains, but didn’t love others, I 
would be nothing.” 
1 Corinthians 13:2 

Romans 14:1, 4, 12, 22
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Our Essential Truths

1. The Bible is the Word of God.

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful to teach us what is true and to 
make us realize what is wrong in our 
lives. It straightens us out and teaches 
us to do what is right.”  

2 Timothy 3:16 

“Therefore, we never stop thanking 
God that when you received his 
message from us, you didn’t think of 
our words as mere human ideas. You 
accepted what we said as the very 
word of God—which, of course, it is. 
And this word continues to work in you 
who believe.” 

1 Thessalonians 2:13

God’s Word is the only completely 
reliable and truthful authority and we 
accept the Bible as our manual for 
living. Our first question when faced 
with a decision is, “What does the Bible 
say?” We practice daily Bible reading 
and Bible study. The Bible is the 
foundation for everything we believe.

2. Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

"Jesus answered, “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.”  

John 14:6

“For Jesus is the one referred to in 
the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The 
stone that you builders rejected has 
now become the cornerstone.’ There 
is salvation in no one else! There is 
no other name in all of heaven for 
people to call on to save them.” 

Acts 4:11-12 

Jesus Christ, second Person of the 
Trinity, lived a sinless life on earth and 
voluntarily paid for our sin by dying on 
the cross as our substitute. He is God 
and Man. His death and resurrection 
was a means of salvation for all who 
trust in Him alone and receive His 
grace. He is the only Mediator 
between us and God. He baptizes 
believers in the Holy Spirit and will 
return to earth to consummate history.
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3. We must be born again.

“This means that anyone who 
belongs to Christ has become a new 
person. The old life is gone; a new life 
has begun!” 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

"Jesus: “If you try to keep your life for 
yourself, you will lose it. But if you 
give up your life for me, you will find 
true life.” 

Matthew 16:25 

God created humans to have 
fellowship with Him, but they defied 
God by going their own way. This 
introduced Sin into the world. As a 
result, we need God’s saving grace to 
end our separation with Him. 


Salvation comes only through God’s 
grace - not human effort - and must 
be received personally by repentance 
and faith. At the end of our lives, 
everyone will experience a  
resurrection and a judgment. Only 
believers of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ will enjoy eternal fellowship 
with God Our Father.

4. Believers can be Spirit Filled and 
Spirit Led.

“...you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you...”  

Acts 1:8

“...be filled with the Holy Spirit” 

Ephesians 5:18

We believe the only way possible to 
live the Christian life is by God’s 
power within us. Every believer can be 
filled with the Holy Spirit by simply 
asking. We seek to practice a daily 
dependence on God’s Spirit to enable 
us to do what is right.

“If you then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him!”  

Luke 11:13



THE CHURCH 101 �23

newportchurch.com/discovery

J. Our 
Structure

Our Structure is basically how our 
church is run. It’s how we govern 
ourselves in accordance with God and 
His Word. People who invest their 
hearts, time, families and finances in 
the building of a local church need to 
have confidence in church leadership. 
People are looking for leaders who 
conduct themselves with integrity and 
respect when making decisions that 
affect their lives.

 “For God is not a God of disorder; but 
of peace... 
Everything should be done in a fitting 
and orderly way.” 

1 Corinthians 14:33 & 40

We are Protected 
by the Church 
Board

Newport Church has non-staff Board 
Members.

The Members of the Church Board are 
appointed to oversee the 
management and administration of 
the finances of the church. They also 
provide counsel to the Senior Pastors 
on major decisions regarding the 
implementation of the Vision of the 
church.

Newport Church also has non-staff 
Advisory Board Members. They serve 
in neither a governing nor a corporate 
capacity, but in a spiritual capacity to 
create and maintain stability and 
perspective.

The Board of Newport Church, along 
with its Advisory Board may be called 
in to help in accountability matters 
relating to the Senior Pastors.
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We are 
Strengthened by 
Relationship and 
Apostolic 
Leadership

We have Apostolic Leaders and 
provide strength in a spiritual 
leadership capacity.

Pastors Jonathan and Dianne Wilson 
are Credentialed Ministers with the 
AOG in Australia. They currently hold 
an Overseas Credential.

Church Finances

We practice tithing for the support of 
Christ’s Body, the church, as God 
commands. We recognize that giving 
the first 10% of our income is the 
Biblical standard of tithing.

“A tithe of everything you produce 
belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the 
Lord.” 

Leviticus 27:30

Many people love to give to God, but 
need to have confidence in the 
methods and purposes used by 
organizations to which they give. 
Therefore there are a great number of 
people willing to give if they are able 
to see honesty, integrity, and genuine 
spiritual values reflected in the 
lifestyles of their church leaders.

The giving of tithes and offerings is 
worship to Jesus Christ and is an 
expression of the relationship between 
the individual giver and the Lord. 

It is an act of worship, and must not 
be considered as a business 
transaction, but as an expression of 
gratitude toward God.


We believe that it’s not about equal 
giving, but it’s a matter of equal 
sacrifice.

Church Finances 
(cont.)
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J. Our 
Partnership

“And the Lord answered me and 
said, ‘Write the vision and engrave it so 
plainly upon tablets that everyone who 
passes may [be able to] read [it easily 
and quickly] as he hastens by. For the 
vision is yet for an appointed time and 
it hastens to the end; it will not deceive 
or disappoint. Though it tarry, wait for 
it, because it will surely come; it will not 
be behindhand on its appointed day.’” 

Habakkuk 2:2-3

What does it mean 
to be a Partner in 
the Vision?
The difference between “Attenders” 
and “Partners” can be summed up in 
one word: Commitment.

An Attender is a Consumer.

A Partner is a Contributor.

At Newport Church we recognize the 
need for a formal Partnership. We ask 
you to commit to Partnering with us 
for 4 reasons:

1. A Biblical Reason

Jesus is the groom and the Church is 
His bride. He is the head and we are 
the body. We model Jesus’ 
commitment to His Church.


“...Christ loved the church, and He 
gave His life for it.” 

Ephesians 5:25

2. A Cultural Reason

We live in an age where very few want 
to be committed to anything. Whether 
it’s a job, a marriage, or our country. 
Partnership swims against the current 
of America’s “consumer religion.” It is 
an unselfish decision prompted by 
Jesus’ unselfish devotion to us. 
Commitment will always see us 
through difficult times and it builds 
character.
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3. A Practical 
Reason

Every team must have a roster. Every 
school must have an enrollment. 
Every business has a payroll. Every 
army has an enlistment. Even our 
country takes a census and requires 
voter registration. Partnership gives 
our family an identity that others can 
join into.

4. A Personal 
Reason

The New Testament places a major 
emphasis on the need for Christians 
to be accountable to each other for 
spiritual growth. We cannot grow 
through accountability if we’re not 
consistently exposed to healthy 
relationships in a healthy church.
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Partners in the 
Vision Commitment

Having received Christ as my Lord 
and Savior and being in agreement 
with the values and ideas presented in 
the Church 101 class, I am now 
making a decision to unite with the 
Newport Church family. In doing so, I 
commit myself to God and to the 
other Partners to do the following:

1. I will protect the unity of my 
church 

• By acting in love toward other 
members. 

• By refusing to gossip. 

• By following the leaders.

“So let us concentrate on the things 
which make for harmony, and on the 
growth of our fellowship together.”  

Romans 14:19

“Live in complete harmony with each 
other - each with the attitude of Christ 
toward each other.” 

Romans 15:5 

“Have a sincere love for your fellow 
believers, love one another earnestly 
with all your hearts.” 

1 Peter 1:22 

“Do not let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs…”

Ephesians 4:29

“Obey your leaders and submit to 
their authority. They keep watch over 
you as men who must give an 
account. Obey them so that their 
work will be a joy, not a burden, for 
that would be no advantage to you.” 

Hebrews 13:17
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Partners in the 
Vision Commitment 
(cont.)

2. I will share the responsibility of 
my church 

• By praying for its growth.

• By inviting the unchurched to 
attend.

• By warmly welcoming those who 
visit.

“To the church...we always thank God 
for you and pray for you constantly.”

1 Thessalonians 1:2

“Go out into the country...and urge 
anyone you find to come in, so that My 
House will be full.”

Luke 14:23

“So warmly welcome each other into 
the church, just as Christ has warmly 
welcomed you; then God will be 
glorified.”

Romans 15:7 

3. I will serve the ministry of my 
church 

• By discovering my gifts and 
talents.

• By equipping myself to serve my 
pastors and leaders.

• By developing a servant's heart.

“Serve one another with the 
particular gifts God has given each of 
you…”

1 Peter 4:10 

“God gave...some to be pastors and 
teachers to prepare God’s people for 
works of ministry, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up…” 
 
Ephesians 4:11-12

“Each of you should look not only to 
your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. Your attitude 
should be the same as that of Jesus 
Christ...who took on the very nature 
of a servant...” 

Philippians 2:3-4, 7
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Partners in the 
Vision Commitment 
(cont.)

4. I will support the testimony of 
my church 

• By attending church and life 
groups faithfully.

• By living a godly life.

• By committing to give.

“They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer.” 
 
Acts 2:42

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting 
together...but let us encourage one 
another.” 

Hebrews 10:25

“But whatever happens, make sure 
that your everyday life is worthy of the 
gospel of Christ.” 

Philippians 1:27

“Each one of you, on the first day of 
each week, should set aside a 
specific sum of money in pro- portion 
to what you have earned and use it 
for the offering.”  

1 Corinthians 16:2

“A tenth of all you produce is the 
Lord’s, and it is holy.” 

Leviticus 27:30


	Our Story
	Our Goals For You
	How Do We Discover?
	What Are Our Key Truths?
	Our Goal For Discovery
	A. Our Mission
	B. Our Vision
	C. Our Position
	Our Purpose
	D. Our Values
	1. Be Part of Our Weekend Services
	2. Be a Bringer
	3. Be in a Smaller Circle of Connection
	4. Live Generously
	5. Serve in the House of God
	E. Our Culture
	5 Ways to Build Kingdom Culture
	5 Characteristics of Our Culture
	F. Our Focus
	Why Have Life Groups?
	How Do Life Groups Work?
	G. Our Next Steps
	Discovery 101:
	The Church
	Discovery 201:
	Beliefs
	Discovery 301:
	Discover
	Discovery 401:
	Serve
	H. Our Involvement
	How Do I Start?
	I. Our Beliefs
	Our Statement of Faith
	Our Essential Truths
	J. Our Structure
	We are Protected by the Church Board
	We are Strengthened by Relationship and Apostolic Leadership
	Church Finances (cont.)
	Church Finances
	J. Our Partnership
	1. A Biblical Reason
	2. A Cultural Reason
	What does it mean to be a Partner in the Vision?
	3. A Practical Reason
	4. A Personal Reason
	Partners in the Vision Commitment
	Partners in the Vision Commitment (cont.)
	Partners in the Vision Commitment (cont.)

